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Storyline 
Summary

Monks tamed the 
barbarians, 
transmitted and 
preserved culture, 
and provided 
leadership.



Four forces that 
influenced the Roman 

Church era were

1. Gregory the Great: The 
first pope of the medieval 
Church.

2. Charlemagne: The great 
ruler of the Middle Ages

3. Social and religious 
Chaos (9th and 10th 
centuries): a time of 
invasions and corruption

4. Feudalism: The 
framework for medieval 
society.













Concepts
The outstanding concept of 
the Roman Church era 
was the Papacy. “Originally, all 
of the bishops in the Western Church 
were referred to as ‘pope.’ The term, 
however, gradually became an exclusive 
title for the bishop of Rome, and his 
office became known as the papacy. 
Four very significant popes were Leo the 
Great (440-461), Gregory the Great 
(590-604), Gregory VII (1073-1085), and 
Innocent III (1198-1216).”







Other important 
concepts were

1. Medieval monasticism: the 
channel for reform. The key monastic 
movements were the Cluniacs, the 
Cistercians, the Franciscans and the 
Dominicans

2. Crusades: The papal call to arms.

3. Universities/scholasticism: 
The renewal of medieval minds







1st Crusade



2nd Crusade



3rd Crusade



4th Crusade





Foes The major foe of the 
Roman  Church Era was 
Islam. 









Hajj



Other foes 
included

1. The Iconoclastic 
Controversy: Icons and 
worship.

2. The Great Schism: The 
Roman and Greek churches 
separate (1054).

3. The Inquisition: The hunt 
for heretics.





1054 The Great Schism



Eastern Orthodoxy in Europe



Key 
Figure

The key figure of the 
Roman Church Era was 
Innocent III (1160-1216). 
He was the most powerful pope in 
history, influencing the election of 
the emperor, prevailing over two 
kings, orgaising a crusade and 
presiding over the very significant 
Fourth Lateran Council in 1215.



Other key figures 
were

1. Bernard of Clairvaux 
(1090-1153): The first 
medieval mystic

2. Francis of Assisi 
(1181-1228): The founder 
of the Franciscans.

3. Medieval missionary 
monks: The backbone of 
Christianity. Monks like 
Augustine of Canterbury 
(d.604), Boniface (680-754), 
Cyril (826-754) and Methodius 
(815-885) and Raymond Lull 
(1232-1316).









Key 
Writer 

or 
Writings

The key writing of the Roman 
Church Era was the The 
Summa Theologiae.  Writen by 
Thomas Aquinas (1225-1274), 
the greatest theologian of the 
Roman Church Era. The work 
was…based around the 
issue:How may we know God? It 
used question/answer format – 
631 questions and 10,000 
answers.



Other key writings 
and writers 

included

1. Pastoral Care: The bishop’s 
guide to leadership. Written by 
Pope Gregory the Great.

2. Ecclesiastical History of the 
English People: Early English 
life. Written by the Venerable 
Bede (c.672-735)

3. The Divine Comedy: A poet’s 
view of the afterlife. Written by 
Dante (1265-1321).



Trends: The dominant trend 
of the Adolescent Church 
Era was Worship. Around 
1150 Peter Lombard formulated a 
list of seven sacraments which 
served as delivery trucks of God’s 
grace. The y were Baptism, 
Penance, the Eucharist, 
Confirmation, Extreme Unction, 
Holy Orders, and Matrimony. Other 
trends included

1. Church building: Romanesque 
and Gothic architectural styles 
dominated the era. Romanesque 
emphasised Roman and Byzantine 
details such as arches and column, 
Gothic emphasised light, pointed 
arches and stained glass.

2. Music: the beginnings of polyphony. 
Medieval music was vocal. Highly 
trained men and boys sang psalm texts 
and these early songs were 
monophonic – all voices sang one 
melody.

3. Art: Gilding, sculpture, and stained 
glass.



























Aquinas’ Influence!
Francisco Zurbarán 
The Apotheosis of Thomas 
Aquinas 
 
1631 

Oil on canvas 
Museo Provincial de Bellas Artes, 
Seville, Spain 
Provenance: Retablo in the 
Colegio Mayor de Sanro Tomás, 
Seville 

Common attributes of Thomas 
seen here are the dove, the pen, 
and the book. Seated around him 
are other Doctors of the Church: 
(left to right) SS. Ambrose, 
Gregory the Great, Jerome, and 
Augustine. Saint Dominic, wearing 
the same habit as Thomas, sits 
above right with a lily in his left 
hand. 


